Brown

To Thomas's Massachusetts Magazine, from its
first issue in January 1789, to the beginning of
1793, Brown contributed lyrics, sonnets, moral
tales, essays, and miscellaneous items. The Co-
lumbian Centind, Boston, printed from Sept I
to Dec. n, 1790, his "Yankee" series of essays,
perhaps his best work in this field. He partici-
pated in the agitation for legislation permitting
the opening of a theatre in Massachusetts, and
wrote in anticipation a tragedy on Major Andre
and a comedy, Penelope. He prepared for the
law, and in the winter of 1792-93 went to North
Carolina, living with his sister Elizabeth and her
husband, Thomas Hichborn, at Murfreesboro,
and studying, perhaps with William R. Davie
[q.v.] of Halifax. In the summer of 1793 he fell
ill of fever and died, at Murfreesboro, in his
twenty-eighth year. His friend Robert Treat
Paine's "Monody on the Death of William Hill
Brown" (reprinted in The Works in Verse and
Prose of the Late Robert Treat Paine. 1812) em-
phasized his social graces, friendliness, wit, and
helpful criticism. Catherine Byles wrote to Davie
on Oct. 29, 1793, for the manuscript of Brown's
tragedy, West Point Preserved, or The Treason
of Arnold, which was enacted seven nights at the
Haymarket Theatre, Boston, in April 1797. The
manuscript was used by William Dunlap (Diary
of William Dunlap, 1776-1839, 1930, I, 225)
when finishing his own tragedy, Andre. Twelve
years after Brown's death his cousin Joshua
Belcher, coeditor of the Boston Magazine (1805-
06) and the Emerald (1806-07), printed more
than fifty pieces from his manuscript, including
a set of prose maxims in the manner of Roche-
foucauld and a series of humorous beast fables
in verse. In 1807 Belcher and Armstrong also
published Brown's remaining novel, Ira and Isa-
bella, or The Natural Children,

Brown's work, hasty and unrevised, is inter-
esting chiefly for its early date and a range of
experimentation equaled by none of his Ameri-
can contemporaries. Aside from a brief men-
tion in William Allen's American Biographical
and Historical Dictionary (2nd ed,, 1832), he
received scant notice until 1894. In that year a
mistaken attribution of The Power of Sympathy
to Sarah Wentworth Apthorp Morton [g.^.],
poetess and sister to Fanny Apthorp, called forth
a protest from Brown's surviving niece, Rebecca
(Volintine) Thompson, while the novel was be-
ing serially reprinted in the Bostonian (October
i894-April 1895). A facsimile reprint was is-
sued by the Facsimile Text Society in 1937under
the title William Hill Brown: The Power of
Sympathy. Reproduced from the First Edition
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[For the extraordinary attribution of The Power of
Svmpathv to Mrs. Morton audits refutation, see WukiT
Link-field's introduction to his edition of the novel
(1894) ; A. W. Brayley, "The Real Author of 'Tlu:
Power of Sympathy,'" in the Bostonian, Dec. 1804;
Emily Pendleton and Milton Ellis, 1'hilcma: The Life
and Work of Sarah Wenlivorth Morton (Univ. of
Maine Studies, 2nd ser., no. 20, 193 0; and Milton
Ellis, "The Authorship of the First Am. Novel," in Am.
Literature, Jan. 1933, and "Bibliopf. Note" prefaced to
the Facsimile Text Society reprint of the novel. See
further C. K. Bolton, "Some Notes on the Gawen llrown
Family," in the N. Y. Gcncal. and Hioq. Record, Get.
1933. The Byles family letter-books are preserved in
the Mass. Hist. Soc. Lib.l                   MuT(m ELMS

BROWNSON,WILLARD HERBERT (July
8, i845-Mar. 16, 1935), naval officer, was horn
in Lyons, Wayne Comity, N. Y. Tie was the
third child and second son of the five children of
Morton and Harriet J. (Taft) Brownson. Both
parents were of New England ancestry; the fa-
ther was an iron manufacturer. ITis line of: de-
scent has been traced to the Englishman Richard
Brownson, one of the first settlers oC Hartford
County, Conn. The mother was a distant: rela-
tion of President W. H. Taft. On Nov. 2(), 1861,
Willard was appointed acting midshipman at the
Naval Academy, then at Newport, R. L, and in
the following year his title was changed to mid-
shipman. Since the practice cruises during the
Civil War were often made in search of the
enemy, he had a taste of actual warfare. Tn
September 1865, when some of the school ships
were returning" to Annapolis, he was ordered, in
preference to other members of his class, to a
responsible position on board the yacht Amer-
ica (Log of the ftfuccdaiiidii, August-September
1865, United States Naval Academy Library).
On Oct. 10 Brownson was graduated twenty-
eighth in a class of fifty-four. For two years he
was with the North Atlantic Squadron. From
1868 to 1871 he was on the Pacific Station, a
part of the time on board the flagship Ossipee.
In 1870, when executive officer of the Jdoliican,
he commanded a cutting-out expedition up the
Teacapan River in Mexico which captured and
burned the piratical vessel Forward, with the
loss of two men killed and seven wounded (An-
nual Report of the Secretary of the Navy, 1870,
pp. 141-49). His commander commended him
for his "ability and gallantry." In the meantime
he had been made an ensign, 1866; master, 1868,
and lieutenant, 1869.

In 1875 he was sent with a draft of men to the
Asiatic Station where he remained three years
as senior lieutenant, at first of the Kearsarge,
and later of the flagship Tennessee. As a lieu-
tenant commander, a rank that he attained in
1880, he was for several years with the Coast
and Geodetic Survey as commander of survey-

126